IIO         FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
might be discredited. The military caste had a
strong body of supporters, and so many quarrels
and indiscretions would have been brought to
light that the country would at best have been
inclined to question whether women were not
more of a nuisance than a help in military
hospitals.
She found consolation for her disappointment
in work.   In March she made her third visit to
the Crimea, and completed the inspection of
hospitals that had been interrupted on two pre-
vious occasions, once by her own illness, once by
the outbreak of cholera at Scutari.   She travelled
about in a cart which McMurdo, chief of the
transport division, had specially constructed for
her, and which afterwards became a very famous
rdic.   It replaced a highly uncomfortable vehicle
without springs, and it proved valuable in cover-
ing the long distances  between the  Crimean
hospitals.   While Florence was on this tour, peace
! was signed at Paris (March soth, 1856) ; but there
were still many patients in the Crimea, and not
until July had she finished her reorganisation*
She had started welfare schemes for the soldiers
at Scutari, for she was convinced that the drunken-
ness and immorality among the soldiers was
largely due to the iudiffereBce erf the Government.
Florence had therefore established a cafe for noa-
akohoHc liquors, reading- and writing-rooms had
been  opened,   classes   and   lectures   arranged.
Schoolmasters had been seat from England to
teadh the soldiers, most of whom were quite